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ment measures, condemned and discouraged the revo-
lutionary tendencies of the present political situation,
and declared that Mohammedans must be prepared, if
necessary, to fight for the Government-videlicet, with
other weapons than the glib and venomous tongue of
the typical Congress-wallah.

If we glance at the history of India during the pa st
twenty years we shall see why the Mohammedans did

not take this step before.....When, in 1887,

the antics of the Indian National Congress began to
attract public attention, the acknowledged leader of the
Mohammedan body was the late Sir Syed Ahmed Khan.
That distinguished social and religious reformer j .who
was also a staunch friend of the Government, while
roundly denouncing the Congress as a most mischievous
and s^litious institution, was, nevertheless, strongly
opposed to the policy of any similar agitation by his
own people against it. Partly, perhaps, owing to the
innate Moslem contempt for any imitation of the ways
of the idolatrous Hindoo, partly to Sir Syed Ahmed's
fixed belief in the impartiality of the Sirkar, he
exhorted his co-religionists to avoid the policy of com-
bination for the purpose of clamour, and to have confi-
dence in the even-handed justice of the Indian Govern-
ment. In Bombay he was not wholly obeyed; the late
Mr. Badruddin Tyabji took part in the National Con-
gress, and even became its President; but the Moham-
medan community, as a wfiole, stood loyally aloof.
Time went on .... THe Bengali Baboo ruled
the roost; the seditious Native Press indulged in an
orgie of disloyalty, and, on the whole, it became appar-
ent that dignified policy of silent loyalty was not, prac-
tically, a paying game. How much longer the po$*